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4 Buffoonery at Work

Do you know your emergency procedures?
How well?

\ s Play Like You Fly

Make sure you're around and in good shape
for tomorrow.

12 Doing It the Right Way
A salute to all those TAC folks who are out
there making it happen.

14 Rear-end Collisions, Seatbelts and
Trees

Snap your seatbelt before you start the
engine. You won’t have time later.

18 Ship of Fools

We were only out for a day of fun, but the
results could have been much different than
what we'd planned.

TACSP 127-1

24 “There I Was. ..’
And You May Be, Too

Have you had a near-miss or some other
experience that has taught you a valuable
experience? Share your story with other TAC
Attack readers.

28 Atomic Absorption Oils Analysis

That extra ‘“‘attention to detail” that makes
the difference.

6 TAC Tips
9,15 Aircrew of Distinction
10 Chock Talk
16 In The Center
22 Weapons Words
Safety Awards
26 Fleagle Salutes

TAC Attack is not directive in nature. Recommendations are intended to comply with existing directives. Opinions expressed are
those of the authors and not necessarily the positions of TAC or USAF. Mishap information does not identify the persons, places or
units involved and may not be construed as incriminating under Article 31 of the UCMJ. Photos and artwork are representative and

not necessarily of the people or equipment involved.

Contributions are encouraged, as are comments and criticism. We reserve the right to edit all manuseripts for readability and
good taste. Write the Editor, TAC Attack, HQ TAC/SEP, Langley AFB, VA 23665-5563; or call AUTOVON 574-3658.

Distribution X is controlled by TAC/SEP through the PDO, based ona ratio of 1 copy per 10 persons assigned. DOD units
other than USAF have no fixed ratio; requests will be considered individually.

Subseriptions for readers outside DOD are available from the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office,
Washington, D.C. 20402. All correspondence on subscription service should be directed to the Superintendent, not to TAC/SEP.
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TAC ATTACK:

MAY 1989

TAC Attack (ISSN 0494-0380) is pub-
lished monthly by HQ TAC/SEP, Lang-
ley AFB, VA. POSTMASTER: Send
address changes to TAC Attack,
TAC/SEP, Langley AFB, VA
23665-5563. Second-class postage paid
at Hampton, Virginia, and additional
mailing offices.

4

Capt Ken Bachelor
35 TTW/ DOV
George AFB, CA

Reading the latest mishap
reports, I've seen a disturb-

ing trend in what I call the buf-
foonery department. Primarily,
the problem has been in mis-
analyzing the situation and then
taking inappropriate action
based on the misanalysis. While
all of these incidents deal with
F-4 aircraft, you can adapt the

same lessons to your unit’s air-
craft type. Here are just a few
examples:

ook ok %k

A flyer with 2,500 hours of ex-
perience had an oil system
failure in the #1 engine and got
a Bus Tie Open light with no
associated generator light(s) on.
He misanalyzed the situation
and quickly shut down the #2
engine, effectively taking both
generators off-line. Unableto ~
hold airspeed (left nozzle failed -
open), he unsuccessfully tried to
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In everyday activities, it is
our exceptional people who are
making the difference. There just

;n’t enough paper to feature all
“of them, yet they all deserve rec-
ognition. These are the people

responsible for TAC’s low mishap
rates, and YOU are one of those
people.

Not every mishap can be pre-

A crew chief launching an F-16
noticed that the engine nozzle
was closing slower than normal.
Anticipating a problem, he had
the pilot shut down the engine,
and, subsequently, discovered
several broken and disconnected
actuators on the nozzle assembly.

vented by simply doing your job
properly every time. Sometimes
hazardous situations are beyond
your ability to correct. Those
items must be identified to the
appropriate supervisory level to
correct the situation, and one of
the vehicles to accomplish this is
the hazard report. This form
should be available on your unit

safety bulletin board or from
your ground safety representative.
People make the difference in
TAC, and you keep us flying by
doing your job right the first
time every time. Keep up the
good work. See you on the flight

line.
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— “One in a Million” - An F-4 instructor pilot and a weapon systems
officer nearly land gear-up due to a distraction from their
normal habit pattern.

— “When It’s Time to Go” - An F-16 pilot shares his ejection
decision when his jet was disintegrating around him.

— “I'm A Believer” - A young airman tells about the experience
that confirmed his faith in wearing seatbelts.

That’s just a small sample of
some of the “There I Was” ac-
counts that people have shared
and that we’ve been able to pass
on to you. Unfortunately, we
never get enough of these kinds
of articles. You've seen our
reminder with the crusty editor
staring out of the page at you
saying “There are a million
stories out there in the Tactical
Air Command. Send me some of
them.” I'm that editor, and I
really mean it. Send me your
story about an experience you’ve
had on or off the job which can
help us all to work and play
smarter.

If you’ve really pulled a good
one and are willing to 'fess up
and put your name to it—Great!
If you'd rather, we’ll be glad to
print your story by ‘“Anony-
mous.” That’s OK too— just so the
rest of us can benefit from your
hard-learned lessons.

That ad we run asking for ar-
ticles includes our address and
phone number, but here it is
again for your handy reference:

There’s nothing I like better
than checking the mail and find-
ing an article (or two or three)
there, so don’t disappoint me.

As a member of TAC, TAC
Attack is your magazine. Make it
even more yours by letting us
print your “There I Was!” Even
better, when your article hits the
streets, we’ll send you a Fleagle
Tshirt. Come on, sit down today
and share your experiences with
the rest of us. As the title says,
“There I Was” and if we don’t
share our experiences with each
other, “there you may be, too.”

oo
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